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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, CO 

SUBJECT: LEAK OF NARCOTICS INFORMATION: LETTER FROM DEFENSE MINISTER 


REF: BOGOTA 1630 


1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY AN OFFICER TO THE THE 
AMBASSADOR FEBRUARY 23. 


BEGIN TEXT: 


DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR. 

AS YOU ARE AWARE, THERE APPEARED IN THE JAN 19 EDITION OF THE 
PARIS NEWSPAPER " LEM MONDE" AN ARTICLE COMMENTING ON A CONFI- 
DENTIAL REPORT OF A US SENATE COMMITTEE CONERNING NARCOTICS. 
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THE ARTICLE ASSERTED IN PARTICULAR THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
OFFICIALS WAS OBSTRUCTING THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THIS TYPE 
OF CRIME AND ALSO INDICATED THAT THIS COMMITTEE HAD DEL- 
IVERED TO THE COLOMBIAN CHIEF OF STATE A LIST OF THE 
PERSONS IMPLICATED, AMONG WHICH THERE APPEARED THE NAME 
OF THE UNDERSIGNED MINISTER OF DEFENSE. 
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THIS REPORT ORIGINATING IN THE NEWSPAPER " LE MONDE” WAS 
WIDELY DISSEMINATED BY THE COLOMBIAN PRESS, ESPECIALLY IN 
THE NEWSPAPERS "LA REPUBLICA," "EL COLOMBIANO," "VANGUARDIA 
LIBERAL," "EL BOGOTANO," AND IN THE MAGAZINE "ALTERNATIVA." 

SINCE THE PUBLISHED ARTICLES TO WHICH I AM REFERRING 
ARE BASED, ACCORDING TO THE NEWSPAPER "LE MONDE", ON THE 
OFFICIAL USG (SENATORIAL COMMITTEE) REPORT AND SINCE THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY HAS SO FAR NOT DENIED THEM, I WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL TO YOU, MR. AMBASSADOR, IF YOU WOULD ADVISE ME OF 
THE CHARGE OR CHARGES THAT MAY EXIST AGAINST THE UNDERSIGNED 
MINISTER SINCE I HAVE THE OBLIGATION AND THE RIGHT TO INFORM 
COLOMBIAN PUBLIC OPINION ABOUT MY PERFORMANCE ESPECIALLY IN 
CASES LIKE THIS WHICH CONSTITUTE FLAGRANT DEFAMATIONS WHICH 
AFFECT THE GOVT OF WHICH I FORM A PART AND WHICH ALSO IMPUGN 
THE DIGNITY AND RESPECT THAT BOTH MY FAMILY AND I MERIT. 

YOURS SINCERELY, GENERAL ABRAHAM VARON VALENCIA. END TEXT. 

2. THE MINISTER IS OBVIOUSY JUMPING THE GUN ON THE 

SCENARIO DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. WOULD APPRECIATE INSTRUCTIONS. 

ASENCIO 
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